
Economics 773/774

Key Course Information

Term: Winter 2020
Classroom: Kenneth Taylor Hall 334 & SEAL
Time: Mondays 6-9PM
Instructor: Bradley Minaker
Email: minakeb@mcmaster.ca
Office Hours: By appointment (email, Skype, etc.)
TA: Andrew Leal
Office Hours: TBD
Stata Tutorials: Friday Jan 24, 31, Feb 7 10-12 in SEAL

Course Outline

The course will consist of four main parts

1. Overview of econometric methods for program evaluation

2. Pick an academic paper and write a policy summary of it (plus a short presentation)

• The summary should be no more than 2 pages, single sided, single spaced

• You need to have the paper you choose approved by me

• The presentation will be 5 minutes, and should summarize the paper, give key findings, and policy
implications

3. A 10 minute presentation about the data you’re going to work with

• This should give a picture of the data you’re working and how it relates to your policy question

• You should be able to tell a story about your policy question with graphs, tables, etc.

4. A final policy report and 10 minute presentation of your findings

• The final report should be no more than 5 pages, single sided, double spaced

• The first page should be an executive summary that gives a non-technical summary of your findings

• The presentation should summarize your policy question, why it’s important, your key findings, and your
policy recommendations

Other Details About the Project

• You must submit a proposal and have it approved in order to secure your policy question

• Two people cannot research the same question - if two people submit the same question, the one that has
their proposal approved first gets the question

• You CAN however do similar questions, they just have to be different enough to warrant consideration

Final Grade Calculation

NOTE: All marked portions of the course are to be completed individually.

• Methods Test 10% (Jan 27)

• Policy Summary (10%) and 5 min Presentation (5%)

• 10 Minute Data Presentation (15%)

• Final Presentation (20%)

• Policy Report (30%)

• Class Participation (10%)
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Late Work Policy

Late work will be penalized by 5% for each day late.

Schedule (Tentative)

• Jan 6 - Introductions, decide on outline, preliminary discussions of the data that’s available, potential policy
questions

• Jan 13 - Methods

• Jan 20 - Methods

• Jan 27 - Methods Test

• Feb 3 – Meet to discuss projects & Payne and Card papers discussion

• Feb 10 – 5 min presentations on policy summary (and policy summary due) Proposal for Project Due

• Feb 17 - No class - reading week

• Feb 24 – Discuss projects

• Mar 2 – Discuss projects

• Mar 9 – Discuss projects

• Mar 16 – No class

• Mar 23 – Discuss projects

• March 30 - 10 min presentations on data

• Apr 6 – Discuss projects

• Break for exams

• Apr 20 – Discuss projects

• Apr 27 – Presentations of project (Final class)

• May 22 – Final paper due

Policy on Academic Dishonesty

All students are expected to abide by the McMaster’s Academic Integrity Policy. The student’s section can be found
at https://www.mcmaster.ca/academicintegrity/students/index.html. You are expected to exhibit honesty and use
ethical behaviour in all aspects of the learning process.

Academic dishonesty is to knowingly act or fail to act in a way that results or could result in unearned academic
credit or advantage. This behaviour can result in serious consequences, e.g. the grade of zero on an
assignment, loss of credit with a notation on the transcript (notation reads: “Grade of F assigned for academic
dishonesty”), and/or suspension or expulsion from the university.

It is your responsibility to understand what constitutes academic dishonesty.
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